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Introduction 

 
Strong Hall is the main administration building for the Lawrence 
campus. It houses the offices of the Chancellor, Provost and 
Registrar; the Dean of the College of Liberal Arts & Sciences; 
director of Graduate Studies; Senior Vice Provost for Affairs; and 
Vice Provosts for Administration and Finance, Faculty 
Development, Student Affairs, and Undergraduate Studies. 
  
It also houses International Programs and International Student 
Services; the Academic Achievement & Access Center; 
University Governance; and several student programs and 
services in advising, enrollment, tutoring, financial aid, and 
disability needs. 
  
The third-floor auditorium is named for chemistry professor and 
longtime department chair Raymond Q. Brewster. 
  
Surging enrollments after 1900 were overwhelming Fraser Hall, 
the "university building," making a new administration and 
academic building necessary. Chancellor Frank H. Strong (1902-
1920) began petitioning the legislature for funding. The St. Louis 
architectural firm Montrose Pallen McArdle was hired to design 
the building that Strong and the regents hoped would be “the 
center of the University architecture as well as the University life.” 
  
State Architect John Stanton, art professor William A. Griffith, and 
College Dean Olin Templin advised. McArdle’s grandiose, 
$500,000 Classical Renaissance design had pillars, a rotunda, an 
art gallery and a classical museum. The Kansas Legislature 
balked at the extent and expense, and the plans were scaled 
back, although echoes of the original exist; it now has a Classical 
Revival style. 
 
Construction began on the east wing of the Administration 
Building in 1909; it was occupied by seven departments in 1911. 
Because of budget constraints and the demands of the 
university's response to World War I, “West Ad” and “Center Ad” 
were completed in stages, ending in January 1924. 

  
The 130-room building, faced in buff terra cotta, housed the 
Graduate School and the schools of fine arts and business; the 
departments of drawing/painting/design, psychology, 
mathematics, economics and philosophy; the chancellor’s and 
registrar’s offices; a chapel; and an auditorium. Most of the 
academic units have moved to other buildings through the years. 
  
It was renamed for sixth chancellor Strong in 1934, after his 
death. In 1998, about the time of major renovations and 
upgrading, it was listed on the National Register of Historic 
Places. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://places.ku.edu/buildings/nationalregisterhistoricplaces
http://places.ku.edu/buildings/nationalregisterhistoricplaces
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 Design Criteria & Goals 

 
Strong Hall has air-cooled DX units or window AC units for 
cooling the spaces and perimeter steam radiators for heating. 
These units are at end of life or beyond it.  Chilled water piping 
was run to Strong Hall as part of the north district chilled water 
project and exists in the subbasement. The project scope 
includes: 
 

• Providing a steam-to-hot water convertor and pumps.  

• Running a vertical chilled and hot water riser system 
from the subbasement to the various floors throughout 
Strong Hall.  From the vertical hydronic water riser, 
horizontal chilled and hot water lines will be ran to 
serve all spaces in Strong Hall. 

• The existing DX units and air handlers will be removed 
and new air handlers will be installed.  Steam radiators 
will have piping disconnected. The new air handlers will 
utilize the chilled water system to cool the building and 
hot water for heating. 

• Providing modern, direct digital controls (DDC) for the 
heating and cooling equipment. 

Space & Program Needs 

General 

• The existing building square footage will not be 
changed by the work of this project. 

 
Mechanical / Electrical  
 

• See above, scope of project is to modernize cooling in 
the west wing. 

Site Infrastructure 

Utilities & Infrastructure 

• See above. 

 

Hazardous Materials 

The KU Environmental Health & Safety Office will perform 
tests of existing materials which will be affected by the project 
work, in order to determine if they are asbestos or lead-
containing and to solicit proposals from abatement contractors 
as needed. 

Design Standards / Consultant Services 

• The consultant team shall comply with the latest provisions 
of the University of Kansas Design and Construction 
Standards, as maintained by the Office of Facilities 
Planning & Development (FPD). 

o These standards are available at the FPD website: 
http://www.fpd.ku.edu/standards  

o The consultant team shall also comply with 
supplemental updates to these standards which may 
be issued during the course of the project. It is up to 
the consultants to periodically check to see if updated 
standards have been posted. 

• The University’s Project Representative shall be a FPD 
staff person assigned to serve as KU’s Project Manager, 
and who shall be the primary point of contact for all 
communications between the Owner, A-E and Contractor. 

• Electronic Files:  Consultants shall deliver to KU a 
complete set of electronic files for all drawings and specs 
for each design submittal, bid set & as-built documents.   

o Each set of electronic files shall include both PDF and 
AutoCAD .dwg files for each drawing sheet. 

http://www.fpd.ku.edu/standards
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• Physical or 3D/CAD models, if produced by the consultant 
to explain the design, shall be delivered to and remain the 
property of the University. 

o Photo-realistic renderings may be required during the 
design phase to clearly communicate the proposed 
design options, for both exterior and interior spaces, 
and for the Owner's use in media distribution, fund-
raising and other purposes. 

• Program Verification: A/E shall review and confirm all 
program needs with KU client/FPD, and shall reconcile the 
proposed project scope with the available funding. 

• KU Contracts: Since this project is state funded, A/E 
selection and contracting will be via OFPM, utilizing state 
selection criteria and state prepared and modified 
contracts. 

Code Requirements 

• Codes currently used on KU projects include the following: 

o International Building Codes, 2018 edition. 

o Kansas Fire Prevention Code, KSFMO, current edition. 

o Other codes as listed at the State of Kansas, Office of 
Facilities and Planning Management (OFPM) website. 

• Code Footprints: Templates shall be prepared by FPD and 
furnished to the A/E on FPD’s standard 11x17 code 
footprint sheets.  

o A/E shall update these drawings to reflect all proposed 
work and submit them for approval to OFPM thru 
FPD/UFMA, immediately following approval of the 
Schematic Design phase.   

o Addition or remodeling projects shall evaluate and 
prepare code footprint drawings that show how the 
overall facility (existing & new/remodel) will meet code.  

o A/E shall finalize and submit code footprint on a 
schedule that assures its approval soon after DD 
approval, and prior to the 50% CD milestone. 

o Electronic files of the approved code drawings shall be 
forwarded to FPD in both .PDF and .DWG formats. 

• Construction Exiting: Temporary fire-rated exit corridors 
shall be provided through the construction site, if required 
to protect and direct occupants from all required exits in 
the surrounding occupied existing buildings to a public 
way.  They shall remain in-place at all times while 
construction work is underway. 

• ADA Compliance:  KU seeks to design buildings which are 
universally accessible and which provide accessibility for 
all in an integrated, discreet manner. 

o Project scope will include all code and ADA-related 
improvements that are required in order to complete 
the proposed scope of work, including required ADA 
improvements along accessible paths of travel to 
primary function areas. 
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Historic Preservation Reviews 

Projects on the KU Lawrence campus that are within a KU 
building listed on the State or National Register of Historic 
Places, or within one of KU’s Historic Districts, require 
administrative review by DCM staff or full review by DCM staff 
and the Campus Historic Preservation Board (CHPB). 

The Kansas Legislature repealed the 500’ historic environs 
reviews in 2013, and although the City of Lawrence still 
requires environs reviews within 250’ of properties listed on 
the City’s historic register, KU projects within the City’s 250’ 
environs limits are not subject to review if on State property. 

A copy of the KU Historic District Map can be viewed online at 
the DCM website, KU Buildings page. The City’s environs 
limits can be viewed on the Lawrence Interactive City Map. 

The project will be eligible for historic tax credits of 
approximately $1,630,000, to have a market value of greater 
than $1,532,000 when sold. 

Note: This project is located within a listed KU property or 
within a listed Historic District, and it is located on State 
property. Environs and/or historic preservation compliance 
reviews will be required. 

 

KU - City Cooperation Agreement 

KU and the City of Lawrence entered into a jointly-beneficial 
Cooperation Agreement in April 2005.  It designated a 
compatibility buffer zone that extends 150’ deep onto KU’s 
property from the primary exterior boundary of KU’s property. 

Note:  Because of the scope of work for this project, it is 
exempt from the KU – City Cooperation Agreement. 

 

http://www.dcm.ku.edu/sites/dcm.ku.edu/files/docs/Buildings/Historic%20District%20Map_2014-01-21.pdf.pdf
http://gis.lawrenceks.org/viewer/index.html
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Impact on Overall Campus Space 

This project will occur in an existing building and will not add  
to the University’s space inventory.  

Proposed New Building Area None 

Existing Building Area to be Remodeled 176,070 GSF 

Existing Building Area to be Demolished None 

Net Area Added to KU Space Inventory None 

 

Annual Maintenance & Operating Costs 

Funding for annual maintenance and operating costs will come 
from existing University resources or new private resources 
and be in compliance with current KBOR policies.  No new 
state funding will be required to cover any of these costs. 

 

Proposed Project Delivery Process 

The University of Kansas (KU) proposes to utilize the State of 
Kansas procurement systems for project delivery. 

Project Budget 

 Building Construction Costs $5,300,000 

 Site Utilities & Infrastructure (included above) 

 Soft Costs (23%) $1,220,000 

 Total Project Costs $6,520,000 

 

Notes:    

1) Project funding is proposed to be from University of 
Kansas Deferred Maintenance funding 

2) All proposed project schedule dates are dependent upon 
the date when project funding is confirmed. 

Project Schedule 

Interview & Select Consultants &CM Summer 2023 

Program Review & Prelim. Design (1 mo.) Fall 2023 

Design Development (1 mo.) Fall 2023 

Construction Documents Spring 2024 

Bidding  Fall 2024 

Construction – Start Summer 2025 

Construction – Complete  Fall 2025 
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Floor Plans 
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