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Providing excellent customer service, every time.

(Left to Right) Sunni Zentner, Heather DeBusk, and Stacy Jaramillo sporting their Red, White, and Blue at
the Office of Accounts and Reports Olympics. More photos on page 9.
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Message from the Secretary

Hello DofAl

Thank you all for such a successful
summer. As we transition into a
busy back-to-school season and
anticipate the upcoming holidays,
I want to take this time to share
some updates and exciting events
we have planned for the next few
months.

Please note that the date for our
Fun Run has been rescheduled to
October 8th due to scheduling
conflicts. The time and location
remain unchanged—see you

at 9AM on the Capitol South
Steps! In addition to the Fun Run,
registration for the Fall Statewide
Challenge, Falling into Fitness has
begun, and lasts through October
9th. Follow this link to register.

While on the subject, I'd like to
note that open enrollment for the
State Employee Health Plan runs
from October Tst to 31st. Make sure
to review your options and make
your selections. If you have any
guestions, please visit the SEHP
contact page for assistance.

We are introducing a day to
emphasize agency business
practices, open to those that work
closely with procurement and

other roles related to business
functions. Mark your calendars
for the Kansas Agency Business
Summit on October 16th. If you've
received an invitation, please
register by October Ist. If you
haven't received an invite and
think you should have, or if you
have any questions, please reach
out to Samir: Samir.Arif@ks.gov

Finally, we have a few employee
engagement activities on the
horizon. We're collecting recipes
for the DofA Cookbook! | wanted
to remind you all to submit your
recipes by October 31st. We

are also planning another Chili
Cookoff—the date and other
details are to be determined but
look for those updates in the near
future.

We have a lot happening, but

| want to express my gratitude
for your continuous hard work
and dedication to the State of
Kansas—your commitment is
what makes our success possible.

Thank you, and let's make these
upcoming months great!

Best,
ACP
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ASK ADAM

You mean to tell me

not everyone dreams

of being a Secretary of
Administration when
they grow up?! In all
seriousness, | had two
very different careers
picked out for myself:

1) a meteorologist, and
2) a high school math
teacher and baseball
coach. I think both of
those choices stem from
my desire to understand
the intricacies of how

the world operates, as
well as my desire to help
others in any way that |
can. In both of my roles
with the State, | still

get the opportunity to
achieve these desires,

as I'm tasked with
understanding the
intricacies of how state
government and funding
operates, and the work
that we do here at DofA is
absolutely serving others.
I'd be curious to hear
from others what their
childhood dreams were —
please stop me in the hall
next time you see me and
tell me what you wanted
to be!


https://my.marathon-health.com/wellness/challenges
https://sehp.healthbenefitsprogram.ks.gov/about-us/contact-us
https://sehp.healthbenefitsprogram.ks.gov/about-us/contact-us
mailto:Samir.Arif%40ks.gov?subject=
https://forms.office.com/g/d3wcBfgV5Z
https://forms.office.com/g/d3wcBfgV5Z
https://forms.office.com/g/d3wcBfgV5Z

New Hires and Retirees

New Hires & Retirees

New Hires
Alexander Bayless; Office of Facilities and Property
Management - Groundskeeper

Samantha Carter; Office of Facilities and Property
Management - Custodial Specialist

Jennifer Dalton; Office of Accounts and Reports - State
Auditor

Matthew Garza; Office of Facilities and Property
Management - Groundskeeper

Kade Hall; Office of Facilities and Property
Management - Custodial Specialist

Javier Barajas; Office of Systems Management -
Technology Support Consultant

Kimberley Brummett; Office of Accounts and Reports
- Accountant

Lindsay Dwyer; Office of Accounts and Reports -
Business Systems Analyst

Lance Elder; Office of Facilities and Property
Management - Refrig and AC Service Tech

Donald Hinton; Office of Facilities and Property
Management - Refrig and AC Service Tech

Emily Linder; State Employee Health Benefits Program
- Program Consultant

Tammy Matchett; Office of Financial Management -
Accountant

Brian Meyer; Office of Facilities and Property
Management - Electrician

Katie Miller; Office of Procurement and Contracts -
Administrative Specialist

Kyle Miller; Office of Financial Management - Budget
Analyst

Jeffery Ordiway; Office of Printing and Mailing -
Senior Admin Specialist

Tony Pena JR; Office of Facilities and Property
Management - Building Construction Inspector

George Werth; Office of Facilities and Property
Management - Building Systems Engineer

Frank Alston; Office Facilities and Property
Management - Custodial Specialist

Grace Blenn; Office Facilities and Property
Management - Custodial Specialist

Antonio Cazares JR; Office Facilities and Property
Management - Custodial Specialist

Lisa Dall; Office Facilities and Property Management -
Custodial Specialist

Jason Golder; Office Facilities and Property
Management - Electrician

William Hunt; Office Facilities and Property
Management - Groundskeeper

Amber Lemery; Office of Procurement and Contracts -
Procurement Officer

Christine Locey; State Self Insurance Fund -
Administrative Assistant

Christopher Lynn; Office of Facilities and Property
Management - Plumber

Chris Mitchell; Office of Financial Management -
Director
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New Hires & Retirees

New Hires (continued)
Cheryl Pope; Office of Facilities and Property
Management - Custodial Specialist

Christopher Dunn; Office of Procurement and
Contracts - Administrative Specialist

Keith Scott; KS Criminal Justice Information Systems

Braden Reiff; Office of Systems Management - (KCJIS) Committee - Director

Programmer

Theresa Williams; Office of Procurement and

Lara Williams; Office of Procurement and Contracts - Contracts - Procurement Officer

Procurement Officer

Elaine Moore; Office of Accounts and Reports -

Makenzie Fankhauser; Office of Chief Counsel - Public Business Systems Analyst

Service Administrator

Jesus Parra; Office of Facilities and Property

Melody Knight; Office of Facilities and Property Management - Electrician

Management - Custodial Specialist

L]
Retirees
David Marshall; KS Criminal Justice Information
Systems (KCJIS) Committee - Director

A Farewell Celebration

Lizz Phelps (SEHP) is retiring in November, and staff got together to celebrate before the
busyness of Open Enrollment. Congratulations, Lizz!

Justin Hubbard; Office of Procurement and Contracts -
Project Manager

Lizz Phelps and her niece, Sara, who is also part of

i ¢ .‘. N Q i .‘,:':‘ j : A k
R SO i the SEHP team.
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Employee News

Employee Spotlight

JEFF ARPIN
PRINCIPAL ANALYST
Division of the Budget

Back in June, Jeff celebrated his 27th year with the
Division of the Budget. He began his state service as
his first full-time job in June of 1997.

My main responsibilities are analyzing the budgets of
the Department of Education and KPERS. -
I am also the office liaison between the Division of the .

€

Budget and the Office of Information and Technology
Services when our staff has IT issues. Sometimes |

do get general information requests about state
budgeting issues from state agencies, as well as
information requests from the public.

Most of his work background is with the State of
Kansas, but he has previous experience in other roles
while he was in college.

| worked as a bank teller during the year and
summers to help pay for my education at Bethany
College for my undergraduate degree and Emporia State University for my post-graduate degree.

His work is challenging yet rewarding--one of the most rewarding aspects of his work is being able to help
the people of Kansas, in any way he can. The most challenges come with the preparation of the Budget
presentation to the Legislature in January.

I am a life-long Kansan and what | do behind the scenes through the budget process, even though not very
visible to most people, hopefully helps all Kansans appreciate living and working in the state. The crescendo
of the budget cycle in the Division of the Budget is when the Governor comes to our DOB conference room
for two weeks during December each year to put the budget together for presentation to the Legislature in
January. Each analyst utilizes the information provided by each agency and summarizes all budget requests
to present to the Governor for a decision to include or not to include in the budget.

Jeff had many tales to tell, sharing his love for travel as well as “winning” big on a beloved game show during a
college Spring Break trip!

Traveling and exploring the world with my partner James is my main hobby. Paris is probably my favorite
international destination. | can never turn down a trip to Las Vegas with friends, though!

While in graduate school at Emporia State University, | went to Los Angeles to visit a friend for Spring Break
and fulfilled my childhood dream of being called down as a contestant on The Price is Right by Rod Roddy
when Bob Barker hosted the show. Although | did not get out of contestant’s row, | did end up with a gold
Croton watch, a case of Caltrate supplements, and a brass baby crib as my “contestants not appearing on
stage” consolation prizes. A fun fact is that Don Cawby, a budget analyst when | first started in the Division,
used the brass baby crib for both of his sons!
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Did you know?

Cybersecurity Tips

_» OSPEAR

By: Chris Culligan (OSM)

Hover First

Hower over amy links to see where they
actually go. Instead of clicking the
link, manually type the known URL

of the business or service requasting
your attention in addition to verifying

the authenticity of the sender.

Verify then Trust

Hackars will mimic amails from familiar
products and services that are popular
today. Some of these phishing emails
may even laok like they are coming from
a known trusted individual. Mewver click
unsolicited links and always varify the

authenticity of amy email.

DofA Fun Run

" PHISHING

Stop the Phish

Hackers want you to act before you
think. If you feel like something is
wrong, it probably is. Mever submit
sensitive information such as your
usernames, passwords, or 2FA codes to

any unsolicited message.

The 1 Mile Fun Run is scheduled for October 8, starting at 9:00am. Set up at the start/finish line will be a table
with DofA swag, water and treats for a reward after your run/walk!

This is a perfect opportunity to contribute last-minute activity to the HealthQuest Statewide Challenge,

Falling into Fitness. Registration is open and continues until October 9.

Register for the Statewide Challenge here by Wednesday, October 9. No registration for the Fun Run is

necessary. We hope to see you there!
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https://my.marathon-health.com/wellness/challenges

Did you know?

® ¢ Back to Soheel

ity
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By: Craig Kibbe (OPS)
1. Developing Your Emotional Intelligence (LIL3093327)

Emotional intelligence can help you build strong relationships at work and respond to change effectively.
Psychologist and author Dr. Gemma Leigh Roberts explains what emotional intelligence (EQ) is and why
it's important. She helps you become more self-aware so that you can identify triggers that may hijack
your performance. Gemma also helps you align your intentions and your impact so that you can build
collaborative relationships.

2. Critical Thinking for Better Judgment and Decision-Making (LIL2813143)

The pace of change and volume of information we encounter in daily life make it hard to think through
decisions. Instead, people often rely on biases and rules of thumb, which trap them into drawing faulty
conclusions. The most successful teams use critical thinking objective and rational analysis to illuminate
the wisest conclusions. This course prepares leaders to hone the critical thinking skills of their entire
organization. Learn how to upgrade critical thinking to avoid deceiving fallacies, spot misleading cognitive
biases, craft better arguments, hone judgment, and improve decision-making. Instructor Becki Saltzman
teaches skills that will improve how your company or team innovates, tackles challenges, and responds to
change.

3. Developing a Learning Mindset (LIL661751)

A learning mindset means that you see challenges as opportunities and that you are motivated to learn
something new every day. eParachute founder Gary Bolles shows you how to develop a learning mindset so
that learning becomes a habit and not a chore. Find your motivation to learn, explore how the brain acquires
and retains information, and discover how to conduct a self-inventory that reveals what you've learned and
how you learn best. Gary also introduces strategies to make learning a fun and rewarding practice that stays
with you for life.

4. Aligning Your Values with Work, Life, and Everything in Between (LIL2889101)

Having more alignment in your life is a proven way to feel more balanced, motivated, and passionate about
how you spend your time. This course, taught by communications coach and entrepreneur Christina Vo,
navigates how to align your values throughout all avenues of your life. Christina first reviews the basics of
alignment, including its importance to overall well-being. She then walks you through a reflection exercise
to get clear on personal values and passions, and discusses how these values can impact the type of work
you enjoy and how you work most effectively. Finally, Christina explores how you can embody your values in
other aspects of life, such as in relationships or stress management. Upon completion of this course, you will
have the tools to reflect on your alignment and continue to grow in this arena. This course was created by
Madecraft. We are pleased to host this training in our library.

See next page for instructions on enrolling in these courses.

If you haven’t yet activated your LinkedIn Learning account and would like to now, please reach out to
Craig Kibbe and he can resend the activation link: Craig.Kibbe@ks.gov
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Did you know?

LinkedIn Learning Course
Enrollment Instructions

Please follow the steps below if you are interested in any of the courses mentioned on
the previous page.

1. Loginto the KLPM System:

2. Using the search tab, type in the course number (in parentheses next to the course title) and click the
search button..

Search Criteria

LIL659269

3. Click on “Enroll (Self). Once Enrolled, the course will be your dashboard and you can launch when you
want to take the course.

If you have issues logging in or finding these courses, please reach out to Craig Kibbe:

Open Enrollment and

B fits Fai
Open Enrollment for the State Employee Health OPEN EN ROLLM ENT

Plan 2025 elections begins October Ist and runs -

through the month.

There will be two benefits fairs; one on October BE N E F ITs
3rd and one on October 17th, both 9AM-3PM. At

these fairs, enrollees will have the opportunity
to meet Health Plan Vendors, get enrollment
assistance, ask questions, and more.

On October 3rd, the fair will take place on the
South Lawn of the Capitol Building, weather
permitting. On October 17th, the fair will take
place in the First Floor Rotunda of the Capitol

Building.
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https://lsglm700.learnsoft.com/LSGLM/Login/kslearninglogin.aspx
mailto:Craig.Kibbe%40ks.gov?subject=LIL%20Login/Course%20Issues

Did you know?

Intern Finale

DofA Cookbook

Submit one or more of your favorite recipes for an all-in-one DofA Cookbook!

Follow this link to submit recipes. If you are submitting multiple recipes, please fill out a separate form for
each recipe.

Please contact Kaylee.Berroth@ks.gov or Shelly.Bartron@ks.gov with any questions.
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SECTION TITLE Did you know?

OAR Olympics

Nancy Ruoff testing her skills at the Iron Man game
(top)

Sarah Tongier sporting all the Olympic Rings Colors
(top)

Brian Pinick trying to make a Hole on Three (bot-
tom)

. ¢ 8
Briana Schneider and Lindsey Dwyer trying to Save
the Joker! (top)

Olympic Rings with the Gold, Silver, and Bronze
medal winners from each “event” (bottom)

i3 ?
OAR OLYMPICS

£ BROMZE MEDALISTS
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Did you know?

Chiefs Spirit Day

OPC celebrated the beginning of the Kansas City Chiefs 2025 season with dressing in
their Chiefs gear and having a treat day!

KNI Flower Shop

The KNI Flower shop has a wide variety of plants to add some festive cheer to your

home or office! The flower shop requests that orders be placed by October 14th, 2024
to ensure availability.

p Her Piv
i Morfolk Pine l Red Prestige i Enduring Pink

Premium Picasso

.lf

WhiteSlar

Marble Star lce Punch Jingle Bell

Cortez Burgundy Christmas Cactus(red) Christmas Catus(Hot Pink)

Thank you for supporting Supported Employment at KNI!

The Plant Shop

Site Manager: Joy Keel DDS [KNI]

M-F 8:00am - 3:30pm

3107 SW 21st St., Topeka, KS 66604-3298

Place orders by phone: 296-5383 and or email joy.keel@ks.gov
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Did you know?

DofA Royals Game
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