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ObituariesDeath Notice
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Words cannot begin to express the lo�e and 
support our family felt during this time of 
loss. This community is a�esome �ith its 
lo�e of their fello� Columbus family. From 
the first responders to friends and family, 
but most importantly,  our church 
family. The cards, food and �isits
 �ere more than expected and 
appreciated. We ha�e felt the lo�e,
 support and prayers from all of you. 
Thank you Columbus for being there
 for us.

Betty and Melody White 
and families

Thank You

John Wayne Meisenburg, 59, Miami, Oklahoma, 
died Monday, June 23, 2025, at Freeman Hospital in Jo-
plin, Missouri.

Born October 1, 1965, in Fond Du Lac, Wis., John 
was the son of LeRoy and Eileen (Vondran) Meisenburg. 

He had lived in Miami, Oklahoma, for the past 20 
years moving from Picher, Oklahoma. He was a truck 
driver and had worked for Discovery Plastics and J-M 
Farms, both in Miami, Oklahoma.

John was preceded in death by his parents and two 
brothers Wayne Meisenburg and LeRoy Meisenburg.

Survivors include his wife Rebecca “Becky” (Stogs-
dill) Meisenburg of the home; brother Dan Meisenburg 
of Branson, Mo.; four sisters Sandra Craig of Baxter 
Springs, Rose Oelke of Miami, Okla., Linda Lyons of 
Springfield, Mo. and Mary Hinkle of Branson, Missouri.

No services are planned. Arrangement was placed in 
the care of Paul Thomas Funeral Home and Cremation 
Service of Miami, Oklahoma.

Jess William Strecker, 73, Baxter Springs, died 
Thursday, June 19, 2025 at Mercy Hospital in Joplin, Mo.

Born March 24, 1952 in Baxter Springs, Jess was the 
son of Henry Strecker and Blanche (Moss) Strecker. 

Jess and Virginia L. (Miller) Strecker were united in 
marriage July 30, 1977 in Baxter Springs. Jess spent over 
30 years owning and operating his own lawn care busi-
ness.

Jess was preceded in death by his parents. 
Survivors include his wife of 48 years Virginia 

Strecker; two sons, David Strecker and Mathew Strecker 
and wife Shaune Hester; brother, Lance Strecker and wife 
Anita; three grandchildren; five nieces; seven nephews; 
two brothers-in-law; two sisters-in-law also survive.

Funeral service will be held at 1 p.m., Saturday, June 
28, at Derfelt’s Baxter Chapel. Pastor Shane Dotson will 
officiate. Family will receive friends from noon until ser-
vice time Saturday at Derfelt’s Baxter Chapel. Follow-
ing the service Jess has been entrusted to Derfelt’s Baxter 
Chapel for cremation. 

Jess Strecker, 73, Baxter Springs

Janice Faye Leatherman, 81, Miami, Oklahoma, died 
Monday, June 23, 2025, at Global Higher Call in Qua-
paw, Oklahoma. 

Born April 8, 1944, in Alva, Oklahoma, Janice was 
the daughter of Abraham and Anna (Golbeck) Herrmann. 
She had lived in the Treece and Ottawa County, Okla-
homa areas for the past 63 years. Janice had worked as a 
CNA at Quapaw Nursing Home and Eastwood Manor in 
Commerce, Oklahoma.

She had been a teacher’s aide at Greenlawn Elemen-
tary School and had worked at King Louie Garment Man-
ufacturing in Baxter Springs.

Janice was a lifetime member of Seventh Day Ad-
ventist Church in Ketchum, Oklahoma.

In addition to her parents, Janice was preceded by a 
son Troy Alan Leatherman; two brothers Harry Herrmann 
and Robert Herrmann and two sisters Loretta Shearer and 
Edna Hill.

Survivors include son Tommy Gene Leatherman, Jr. 
of Bonner Springs, daughter Kimberlie Kay Leatherman 
of Miami, Okla. and sister Peggy Beck of Waynoka, Okla.

No services are planned. Arrangements have been 
placed in the care of Paul Thomas Funeral Home and Cre-
mation service of Miami, Oklahoma.

Janice Leatherman, 81, Miami, Okla.

John Meisenburg, 59, Miami, Okla.

Valori Stone
Family and Community 
Wellness Agent, Wildcat 
Extension District

County fairs are more 
than just fun rides and fun-
nel cakes; they’re a cher-
ished tradition that creates 
a sense of unity, bring-
ing communities together 
while offering a range of 
benefits for people of all 
ages. These events support 
local agriculture, educa-
tion, and social connection 
in meaningful ways. 

County fairs highlight 
the importance of agri-
culture in daily life. Visi-
tors can learn more about 
where their food comes 
from, helping raise aware-
ness about farming and 
food production. 

Educational exhibits 
and hands-on demonstra-
tions teach both children 
and adults about the im-
portance of agriculture in 
everyday life and appreci-
ate the hard work that goes 
into farming and animal 
care. 

Fairs provide hands-
on learning for youth 
through 4-H and FFA pro-
grams. Young participants 

showcase their projects—
ranging from animals to 
arts and crafts—gaining 
valuable skills in responsi-
bility, communication, and 
leadership.

Encouraging Volun-
teerism and Civic Engage-
ment, many county fairs 
rely on volunteers to op-
erate, giving residents a 
chance to give back and get 
involved. This helps foster 
a spirit of service and pride 
in the community. Boost-
ing the Local Economy. 
Local vendors, farmers, 
and artisans benefit from 
the increased foot traffic 
at fairs. It’s a great time 
to shop local and discover 
unique goods while help-
ing small businesses thrive.

Whether you’re show-
ing an animal, judging a 
pie, or enjoying a night 
out with the family, county 
fairs offer entertainment 
with purpose—celebrating 
tradition, education, and 
togetherness.

For more informa-
tion, please contact Valori 
Stone, Family and Com-
munity Wellness Agent, 
valori@ksu.edu and 620-
378-2167.

County fair is more 
than just a tradition

Kim Baldwin, 
McPherson County 
farmer and rancher

June is the month that 
tests my schedule and pa-
tience as we await the start 
of wheat harvest. For years 
my replies to a variety of 
invitations and requests 
have always defaulted to 
something to the effect of, 
“That’s June, so if we’re 
harvesting wheat we won’t 
be able to.”  

June is the one month 
out of the entire year where 
I fully exercise being non-
committal.

Our June days are de-
termined by whether the 
wheat is ready or not. If 
it’s not ready, a last-minute 
invitation to have a friend 
over or spend a few hours 
at the city pool are pos-
sible. But if the wheat is 
ready, the day has already 
been intentionally made 
clear and our efforts are di-
rected to getting the wheat 
out of the fields as quickly 
as possible ahead of any 
summer storms.

We generally have a 
pretty good idea of when 
our wheat harvest will take 
place on our farm based 
on history and memories 
posted on social media. 
Yes, some years we’ve 
started harvest earlier than 
normal, but we have estab-
lished a “normal” harvest 
window give or take a few 
days based on the weather.

But there are excep-
tions, and this year is defi-
nitely one of those. We’ve 
passed the halfway point 
of the month of June, and 
with that, we have also 
passed our “normal” har-
vest window. 

Normally we are in 
the thick of wheat harvest 
by this time of the month. 
I often joke that we will 
more often than not cel-
ebrate Father’s Day with 
naps because everyone 
is experiencing a level of 
tiredness that only occurs 
during wheat harvest.

But not this year. We 
are still quite energized 
at this point in the month 
mostly because we have 

had so much rain. The 
rain has essentially halted 
all work. From finishing 
up soybean and sorghum 
planting to swathing hay 
and harvesting wheat, we 
have been unable to get 
into the fields simply be-
cause it’s too wet.

We generally have 
completed our wheat har-
vest by the Fourth of July, 
and I begin thinking about 
and planning some family 
activities we’d like to do 
with the kids before they 
return to school in August. 
But this year, that might 
be pushed back as there’s 
a pretty good chance that 
we’ll still be harvesting 
wheat in early July.

I know the summer 
heat will soon turn up. 
I know that the Kansas 
winds will blow again. And 
I know that soon we will 
have dry fields and it will 
be “go time.”

The combines are 
ready. The trucks are ready. 
The workers are ready. 
And as soon as we can go, 
we will.

But until then, I’ve de-
cided to extend my practice 
of being noncommittal into 
a portion of July as well. 
Afterall, our wheat harvest 
is turning out to be any-
thing but normal this year.

“Insight” is a week-
ly column published by 
Kansas Farm Bureau, the 
state’s largest farm orga-
nization whose mission is 
to strengthen agriculture 
and the lives of Kansans 
through advocacy, educa-
tion and service.

June is month for 
wheat harvest

 Adaven Rohling
Diversified Agriculture 
and Natural Resource 
Agent, Wildcat Extension 
District

Sitting on the porch 
after a long day is one of 
my favorite relaxing ways. 
Unfortunately, mosqui-
toes also like visiting our 
porch and can be annoy-
ing. Along with being an-
noying, some mosquitoes 
can also transmit diseases 
that can affect people and 
animals. There are a couple 
of different approaches to 
controlling mosquitoes in 
your yard.

Making changes in 
your yard can make the 
habitat less favorable for 
mosquitoes. Mosquitoes 
require water to lay their 
eggs in and for the larvae to 
grow. Reducing the amount 
of standing water will, in 
turn, reduce the number of 
mosquitoes. 

Look around your yard 
for spots where water accu-
mulates after a rain and re-
move objects, like old tires, 
that hold water or regularly 
dump them. Fill in any low 
spots where water pools 
and clean out drainage 
ditches to ensure water can 
flow through them. Also, if 
you have bird baths or pet 
waterers, changing the wa-
ter in them at least once a 
week will aid in reducing 
the mosquito population. 

If standing water can-
not be eliminated, larvi-
cides made specially for 
mosquitoes can be added to 
control mosquitoes. Larvi-
cide chemicals to look for 
include temephos (Abate), 
Bti, Bacillus thuringiensis 
israelensis (Teknar, Vecto-
bac), and methoprene (Al-
tosid).

 They can usually be 
found at a local farm store 
or garden center. “Mos-
quito dunks” made from 

Mitigating the mosquito problem

(First Published in the Columbus News Report Friday, June 27, 2025)

Legal Notice

Megan Byers, 35, 
Shelbyville, Tenn., died 
June 25, 2025.

She was  full of life and 
will be missed by her five 
children. 

Survivors include 
mother Leslie Caton; five 
children Mason, Ava, Mick-
ey, Layla and Scarlett; sister 
Misti Caton; brothers Roger 
Byers and Devon Wheeler; 
nieces Brooklyn and Kaydi 
Caton; nephews Korbin Ca-
ton and Carson Byers. 

Phillip R. 
Long, 81, McCune, 
died the morning of 
Thursday, June 26, 
2025, at his home.  

He is survived 
by his wife, Mari-
anne, of the home

The funeral 
service will be held 
at 10 a.m., Wednes-
day, July 2, at the 
Forbes-Hoffman 
Funeral Home of 
Parsons.  Burial 
will follow at the McCune Cemetery.  The family will 
receive friends from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m., Tuesday, at the fu-
neral home.

Memorials are suggested to Gentiva Hospice.  These 
may be left at or mailed to Forbes-Hoffman Funeral 
Home, P.O. Box 374, Parsons, KS 67357.

Complete obituary details will be announced by the 
Forbes-Hoffman Funeral Home of Parsons.

bacteria that kill mosqui-
toes and contain Bacillus 
thuringiensis israelensis 
(Bti) can also be added to 
small ponds to kill mosqui-
to larvae. Another option 
to control mosquitoes if 
you have a small pond is to 
stock the pond with gold-
fish or minnows that will 
eat mosquito larvae. 

Adult mosquitoes 
like to find places that are 
damp, dark, and cool to 
rest in during the daytime. 
Commonly, finding tall 
grasses, shrubs, or other 
vegetation is an ideal spot. 
Keeping grass and shrubs 
trimmed around the house 
will help deter mosqui-
toes. Spraying shrubs and 
other shaded areas with a 
residual insecticide to kill 
mosquitoes that try to hide 
in those areas is also an op-
tion. Appropriately labeled 
aerosol insecticide may be 
used. 

Some active ingredi-
ents to look for in insec-
ticides include carbaryl, 
malathion, and various 
pyrethroids (again, these 
ingredients usually end in 
-thrin). Read the insecti-
cide label before applying 
to make sure the product 
is used according to the 
guidelines and will not 
harm vegetation to which it 
is applied. 

While there are many 
mosquito traps available 
on the market, traps based 
on the release of CO2 do 
not reduce the mosquito 
population to the level 
where there is a noticeable 
decline in mosquito num-
bers, and traps based on 
ultrasound technology are 
not effective for reducing 
the nuisance level. 

For more information, 
contact Adaven Rohling, 
Diversified Agriculture and 
Natural Resource Agent, 
Wildcat District, at 620-
331-2690 or devon@ksu.
edu.

Megan Byers, 35, Tennessee
Phillip Long, 81, McCune


	Ross Township 2025
	Ross publication

