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2025-2026 Legislative Session Update
All information herein included is a summary. For more information, see the bill text.

House Bills
HB 2003 would create the EV Energy Equity Road Repair Tax (EVEERRT) Act, which would impose a road repair tax of $0.09 per kilowatt-hour on electricity distributed at a public charging station regardless of whether the public charging station charges for electricity or provides electricity for free.  The bill would require the owner of the public charging station to collect and remit the tax to the Director of Taxation, who would remit the taxes to the State Treasurer to the credit of the State Highway Fund.  The Secretary of Revenue would be authorized to adopt rules and regulations to establish the criteria and procedures for the licensing of public charging stations and reporting of the energy provided.  Failure, neglect, or refusal to render the road repair tax to the Director would constitute a violation of the Act and would be a misdemeanor punishable by a fine of $25 per kilowatt-hour of energy that such tax is found to not have been remitted, imprisonment in the county jail for not less than 30 days and no more than one year, or both.
Last Action: Referred to House Committee on Transportation on January 13, 2025. 
HB 2011 as amended, would increase, beginning in tax year 2025, the amount of the appraised value of residential property exempt from the statewide school finance levy from $75,000 to $100,000 and reduce the statewide school finance mill levy from 20 mills to 18.5 mills. 
Beginning in tax year 2026, the rate would be equal to the rate that would generate the same revenue as levied in tax year 2025 using the current year’s total assessed valuation, as calculated by the Director of Property Valuation, Department of Revenue. Any reduction of revenue to the SSDFF attributable to the reduction of the mill levy below 20 mills will be supplemented by the State General Fund (SGF).
Last Action: House Committee on Taxation recommending the bill be passed as amended on January 30, 2025. 
HB 2073 would provide a sales tax exemption for feminine hygiene products and diapers, beginning on July 1, 2025.  The bill includes definitions for diapers and feminine hygiene products.
Last action: Referred to House Committee on Taxation on January 24, 2025.
HB 2079 would place specific location restrictions on comparison sales used for valuing residential properties.  Comparison sales could only be used if they are within the subdivision of a city or the township, or closest located subdivision or township where the property is located.  
Last action: Referred to House Committee on Taxation on February 5, 2024.
HB 2116, as amended, would require cities of the second or third class and counties with a population less than 35,000 to use standard contract provisions prescribed by the Department of Administration (Department) as used in state contracts entered into after July 1, 2025. The provisions are contained in Form DA-146a, published by the Department, and include provisions governing warranties, liabilities, taxes, insurance, and applicable laws. Requires the provisions to be included in each contract unless the governing body of the city or county decides to omit a provision by affirmative majority vote. However, the governing body or board may not omit the provisions regarding indemnity or governing law, as specified in the bill. It also would authorize the City of Topeka (Topeka) to conduct periodic inspections of private residential housing properties when the owner of the property is receiving direct public financial assistance for tenant rent, define “direct public financial assistance” for this purpose, and establish requirements to conduct such inspections. 
Last action: Acceded by the Senate on March 24, 2025.
S Sub for HB 2125 would reauthorize the statewide school finance mill levy of 20 mills for school years 2025-2026 and 2026-2027, modify certain dates related to municipal budgeting, modify the form required for revenue neutral rate notices and continue the state reimbursement of printing and postage costs associated with such notices through calendar year 2026, and prohibit filing fees at the State Board of Tax Appeals when prior appeals regarding the same parcel of property remain pending. The bill would: (1)  make October 1 the deadline for taxing entities to annually certify to the county clerk the amount of property tax to be levied [Note: Under current law, the deadline is October 1 for taxing entities exceeding the revenue neutral rate and August 25 otherwise.]; (2) require county clerks to use the previous year’s budget information and amount of property tax to be levied for any taxing entity that does not file its budget information by 5:00 p.m. on October 1; move from December 15 to December 1 the date by which county treasurers are required to mail property tax statements and tax information forms. The bill would be in effect upon publication in the Kansas Register. 
Last action: Approved by Governor on April 24, 2025.
HB 2134 would limit the fees that could be charged by a public agency in response to Kansas Open Records Act (KORA) requests to no more than the actual cost of furnishing copies of requested records; if public agency incurs costs for staff time, the agency would be required to use the lowest cost category (based on employee’s salary or hourly wage without benefits) of staff reasonably necessary to provide access or copies. If staff time needed to respond to the request would be estimated to exceed five hours or the estimated costs for staff time would exceed $200, the agency must make a reasonable effort to contact the requestor. If there is no response by the end of the third business day, the request would be withdrawn until contact has been made. Upon request, the agency would need to provide an itemized statement of costs incurred and charged (hours billed, etc.).  A requester can appeal a fee’s reasonableness to the Secretary of Administration (Secretary) if the responding public agency is within the Executive Branch; disclosure of certain closed investigations would be exempt; changes date for counties or district attorneys to report complaints regarding KORA  and the Kansas Open Meetings Act (KOMA) for the previous fiscal year from January 15th to October 15th and amend provisions concerning public meetings in KOMA. The bill would provide that whenever a majority of a subcommittee or other subordinate group created by a public body or agency meets, such subcommittee or group meeting would be considered an open meeting subject to KOMA. A private entity would be considered a subordinate group only if they are under the direct or indirect control of such body. The bill would provide that a public body or agency that voluntarily elects to livestream a meeting must ensure that all aspects of the meeting are available through the selected medium for the public to observe. An unintentional technological failure or an action taken by the provider of the selected medium that disrupts or prevents the livestream would not constitute a KOMA violation under the bill.
Last action: Approved by the Governor on April 8, 2025.
HB 2138 would allow a local board of education to make a new annual tangible property tax levy of up to two mills to be used for school safety and security expenditures, and to make buildings compliant with the Americans with Disabilities Act.  Proceeds could be used for paying a portion of the principal and interest on bonds issued by cities with respect to any redevelopment district established prior to July 1, 2025, for projects on school property located within the school district.  The new levy would be approved by the local board of education.  The approval would be subject to a protest petition, signed by not less than 10.0 percent of the qualified electors of the school district.  If the protest petition is filed, the levy would have to be approved by electors at either a special election  or the next general election. Any levy would be considered part of a school district’s aggregate capital outlay levy. The levy would be equalized in the determination of a school district’s Capital Outlay State Aid payment by the Department of Education. 
Last action: Referred to House Committee on Education on January 29, 2025.
HB 2160 would establish the Kansas Municipal Employee Whistleblower Act (Act) to provide legal protections for municipal employees who report conduct that is dangerous or unlawful and would prohibit any supervisor or appointing authority of a municipality from prohibiting any of the following or taking disciplinary action against an employee for: (1) Discussing municipality operations or other matters of public concern with any member of the governing body of such municipality or an auditing agency; (2) Reporting a violation of state or federal law, municipal resolution, or adopted rules and regulations, resolution, or ordinance; (3)  Disclosing malfeasance or other misappropriation of moneys held by a municipality. The bill would not be construed to: (1) Prohibit a supervisor or appointing authority from requiring an employee to inform such authorities to the members of the governing body or an auditing agency on behalf of the agency; (2) Allow an employee to leave assigned work areas during normal work hours without following applicable rules and regulations and policies pertaining to employee (3) Authorize an employee to represent an employee’s personal opinions as those of the municipality; or (4) Prohibit disciplinary action of an employee who discloses information that: (a) The employee knows to be false or is disclosed with reckless regard for the truth (b) The employee knows to be exempt from required disclosure under the open records act; (c) Is confidential or privileged under state law, federal law, or court rule; or (d) Is disclosed due to a corrupt motive rather than a good faith concern. Any disciplinary action that is alleged to have taken place may be brought to a court of competent jurisdiction within 90 days after the occurrence, except by officers or employees eligible to administratively appeal disciplinary actions pursuant to the Act. In any municipality that creates an administrative process to adjudicate disciplinary actions, the bill would authorize any officer or employee who is eligible to appeal disciplinary actions, within 90 days after the alleged disciplinary action. Each municipality would be required to post a copy of the Act in locations where it may come to the attention of all employees.
Last action: Approved by the Governor on April 7, 2025.
HB 2211 would require the Secretary of Revenue to certify the amount of revenue that would have been generated from sales of food and food ingredients in STAR bond districts if the state retail sales and compensating use tax rate remained at 6.5 percent for the months of January 2024 through April 2025.  The State Treasurer would transfer that amount from the State General Fund to the STAR Bonds Food Sales Tax Revenue Replacement Fund and then make payments from the STAR Bonds Food Sales Tax Revenue Replacement Fund to the City Bond Finance Fund that would be used to make STAR bond payments.  The bill would also set up similar certifications and procedures to make monthly transfers from the State General Fund to the STAR Bonds Food Sales Tax Revenue Replacement Fund and monthly payments from the STAR Bonds Food Sales Tax Revenue Replacement Fund to the City Bond Finance Fund that would be used to make STAR bond payments.  
Last action: Hearing in House Committee on Taxation on February 26, 2025.
HB 2277 would increase tax levied for the State Highway Fund from 18% to 19.736% on and after July 1, 2025. Additionally extends the food and sales tax rate of 0% to prepared food.
Last action: Referred to the House Committee on Taxation on February 6, 2025.
HB 2278 would increase the property tax exemption from the statewide school levy for residential property from $75,000 to $110,000.  For tax year 2027 and in each subsequent year, the amount of the exemption would be adjusted to reflect the average percentage change in statewide residential valuation for the preceding ten years.  The Director of Property Valuation would be required to calculate the percentage change.
Last action: Referred to House Committee on Taxation on February 6, 2025.
HB 2304 as amended, would require data to be reported to the Department of Commerce (Department) from local government-based economic development programs or incentives and extend incentive data collection to include local governments . Data would be published  and made available by the Department in a searchable format on their website that can be printed or downloaded as one page to provide a summary report. The summary report shall include: Total incentives awarded to the recipient; Number of years the incentive may be claimed; Total unencumbered incentive award that may be claimed; and Total incentives that have been claimed by the recipient. The summary report shall be provided to the House Committee on Commerce, Labor and Economic Development and the Senate Committee on Commerce on or before January 31 of each year and to disclose the most recent three years of economic incentives claimed and the total amount of funds committed by the State or the local government that are required to be paid as an incentive over the entire period of the incentive. Local governments would be required to provide the Department with all available and reasonably attainable information required for all active economic development incentive programs of such local government commenced prior to July 1, 2025, that provide more than $50,000 in value in annual incentives within 45 days of program agreement execution.  Any economic development incentive program on or after July 1, 2025, that would provide a recipient more than $50,000  would require providing all information as a condition of commencing. The local government would be required to provide updates of all applicable information to the Secretary of Commerce (Secretary) at least annually.  The bill would remove the requirement for sales tax and revenue (STAR) bonds to include the county of recipients and would extend the exemption for information to be disclosed if it violates the confidentiality provisions of any agreement executed from July 1, 2019, to July 1, 2025. The Secretary must provide a report of any information not disclosed on the database commencing on January 31, 2026, based on the preceding fiscal year and the reason why the information was not disclosed. The Secretary may impose a 1.0 percent administrative fee, not to exceed $1,000, upon each recipient of an economic development incentive program for administering and maintaining the database.
Last action: Approved by the Governor on April 1, 2025.
HB 2377, as amended, would require the apportionment of sales tax revenue among cities and counties that is based on the proportion of the tax levied by each city and county to remain unchanged between July 1, 2025, and December 31, 2026. 
Last action: Referred to Senate Committee on Assessment and Taxation on March 25, 2025.
S Sub for HB 2396 would create a property tax funding limit in cases of successful protest petitions, provide for the delivery of notices for such protest petitions, and make changes to the form required to be used for revenue neutral rate notices. In cases of a successful protest petition, the amount of ad valorem property tax revenue used to fund a taxing jurisdiction’s budget to an amount equal to or less than the amount from the prior year, as adjusted for inflation, new construction, and certain bond payments. Specifically, allowable increases in excess of the prior year’s budget would be limited to increases associated with: (1) The annual percent increase of the Consumer Price Index for the Midwest Region or 3 percent, whichever is less; (2) The construction of new structures, improvements, or the remodeling or renovation of existing structures or improvements; and (3) The payment of a bond issue approved at an election held on or after July 1, 2025.  Any taxing jurisdiction not adopting its budget in a timely fashion would be subject to the funding limit without the requirement of a successful protest petition. The funding limit provisions would not apply to the State or to school districts. The bill would provide for the use of a protest petition to contest any taxing jurisdiction budget in excess of the funding limit. County treasurers would maintain protest petitions, which would be on standard forms provided by the Director of Accounts and Reports. The county treasurer would be required to post the availability of protest petitions on the county website and social media, if such exists. Qualified voters of a taxing jurisdiction would have 30 days to sign a protest petition totaling at least 10 percent of the votes cast for the office of U.S. President in the most recent general election. The taxing jurisdiction would then be limited to a budget with property taxes from the prior year, as adjusted above, and would be required to certify the amount of property taxes to be levied to the county clerk by October 1.The bill would require county clerks to provide protest petition notices to each taxpayer with property in taxing jurisdictions exceeding the funding limit 
Related to versions of SB35 and SB82.
Last action: On General Orders in the Senate on March 19, 2025
HB 2408 would allow restrictions or requirements imposed upon the use of real estate on leased ground owned by a county-recognized community land trust as a factor to determine the fair market value for property tax purposes.  
Last action: Referred to House Committee on Taxation on March 17, 2025.
Senate Sub for HCR 5011 would amend the Kansas Constitution to generally limit, for property tax purposes, the growth of taxable value of any real property or residential mobile home personal property to 4 percent per year. 
The limit would not apply when: (1) The property includes new construction or improvements have been made; (2) The class or subclass of the property changes for assessment rate purposes; (3) The property becomes disqualified from exemption; (4) The property is first listed as escaped or omitted property; or (5) The legal description of the parcel changes, except the valuation of all property affected by a legal description change would not be permitted to exceed 4 percent of the total valuation of the affected property of the previous year. The benefits of the valuation limitation would remain in place when title to the property is transferred, changed, or conveyed to another person, unless the Legislature enacts provisions providing for exceptions. Establishes the final taxable appraised value as the lesser of the appraised value of the property determined without the application of the valuation limitation and the limited appraised value determined by the application of the valuation limitation. For tax year 2027, the concurrent resolution limits the final taxable appraised value to an increase of 4 percent, or a lesser amount provided by law, relative to the 2022 appraised value of the property, unless one of the exceptions established by the concurrent resolution applies to the property. The Legislature would be authorized to define “new construction or improvements” and enact other implementing legislation. The resolution requires the proposed constitutional amendment to be submitted to voters at a special election to be called on August 4, 2026, to be held in conjunction with the primary election to be held on that date.
Last action: Killed in the House 37-88. Motion to reconsider failed on March 27, 2025.
HCR 5014 would amend article 11 of the constitution of the state of Kansas by adding a new section thereto; establishing the freedom from taxes fund; establishing the Kansas citizens freedom review board (board); authorizing the board to review tax exemptions and approve or eliminate such exemptions; eliminating the state-imposed property taxes, income and privilege taxes and would provide details and limits on how moneys can be expended as well as any details related to the fund and board .
Last action: Referred to House Committee on Taxation on March 17, 2025.
Senate Bills
SB 2, as amended, would declare valid the result of the question-submitted in the election held May 21, 2024, approving issuance of not more than $4.6 million in general obligation bonds for USD 200 (Greeley County), for specified improvements to its facilities. The bill also would amend a general statute regarding bond elections to require publication of notice of a bond election on the website, if one is maintained, of any county election office of a county where the election is to be conducted until the day after the election. The bill would not amend requirements for publication of bond election notices in a newspaper of general circulation in the municipality. The bill would be in effect upon publication in the Kansas Register.
Last action: Approved by the Governor on March 21, 2025.
SB 7 would increase the bonding cap on general obligation bonds issued by townships for the reconstruction, repair, and equipment of township buildings in any township with a population of more than 5,000 and would increase the bonding cap for bond issues of a township fire department. 
The cap on general obligation bonds would remain at 1.0 percent of the assessed tangible valuation of the township for any township with a population of 5,000. The bill would raise the cap to be set at 5.0 percent for any township with a population of more than 5,000 but less than 10,000, and 10.0 percent for any township with a population of more than 10,000. The cap on bonds for township fire department buildings and equipment would be increased from 0.5 percent to 5.0 percent of the assessed tangible valuation of property in the township. The bill also would increase the maximum maturity term of such bonds from 15 years to 20 years. 
Last Action: Approved by the Governor on March 21, 2025. 
SB 10 as amended, would exempt, beginning in tax year 2026, certain personal property from all property or ad valorem taxes levied under Kansas law. The bill would exempt the following personal property from all property or ad valorem taxes: (1) Any snowmobile, all-terrain vehicle, recreational off-highway vehicle, motorcycle manufactured for off-road use, or golf cart, that is not operated upon any highway; (2) Any motorized bicycle, electric-assisted bicycle, electric-assisted scooter, electric personal assistive mobility device, or motorized wheelchair, as those terms are defined in law; (3) Any trailer having a gross weight of 15,000 pounds or less, used exclusively for personal use and not the production of income; (4) Any watercraft; and (5) Any watercraft trailer designed to launch, retrieve, transport, and store watercraft, and any watercraft motor designed to operate watercraft on the water. Similarly proposed in HB 2014.
Last Action: House Committee on Taxation recommends committee report be passed as amended on March 21, 2025.
SB 35 would eliminate, beginning in tax year 2026, the statewide mill levies of 1.0 mills for state educational buildings and 0.5 mills for state institutions buildings and would create, beginning in fiscal year 2027, demand transfers from the State General Fund (SGF) to the Kansas Educational Building Fund (EBF) and to the State Institutions Building Fund (SIBF). 
Last Action: Approved by Governor on April 7, 2025. 
Sub for SB 66 would amend law regarding filing requirements for statements of substantial interests by local officials and require verbal public disclosure of certain substantial interests. Elected or appointed officers of a city or county would file statements of substantial interest annually rather than current requirement for when appointed to elected office or thereafter only if a change occurred. The bill would not amend filing requirements for elected or appointed officers of a township, school district, drainage district, or any other governmental subdivision that is not a city or county. 
The bill also would require verbal disclosure of a substantial interest by any local officer who participates in the consideration of or decision on a proposed zoning change or permit that may affect the substantial interest of that officer or that officer’s relative. The disclosure would be required at the first open meeting such officer attends at which such zoning change or permit is discussed, reviewed, or voted upon. The bill also would require the office receiving a statement of substantial interest to submit a copy of that statement to the Secretary of State. 
Last action: Senate Committee on Local Government recommend substitute bill be passed on March 14, 2025.
[bookmark: _Hlk164863525]SB 82 would create a property tax funding limit based on the prior year amount of ad valorem property tax revenue plus (1) tax increases associated with the construction of new structures, or improvements and remodels of existing structures (excluding ordinary maintenance and repairs) (2) and the lessor of 3% of the combination of (a) The annual percentage increase of the Consumer Price Index for the Midwest Region; and (b) The payment of a bond issue approved at an election held on or after July 1, 2025. for local governments ,unless approved by a vote of at least 80 percent of the members of the governing body of a taxing jurisdiction ; establish the Advancing Stewardship of Tax Revenue and Appropriations (ASTRA) Fund to provide payments to taxing jurisdictions not exceeding levels specified by the bill; and provide for transfers from the State General Fund (SGF) to the ASTRA Fund. The bill would be in effect upon publication in the Kansas Register. The funding limit would not apply to the State or to school districts. ASTRA Fund would be apportioned across the counties according to the distribution formula and distributed on or before January 15th. Counties and cities that do not exceed their revenue neutral rate would receive 100 percent of their assigned ASTRA Fund amount. Counties and cities that do not exceed the midpoint between their revenue neutral rate amount and the property tax limit established by the bill would receive 75 percent of their assigned ASTRA Fund amount. Counties and cities that do not exceed the property tax limit established by the bill would receive 50 percent of their assigned ASTRA Fund amount. Counties and cities exceeding the property tax limit established by the bill, or those attempting to exceed such limit, but failing to do so by not achieving an 80 percent vote of the governing body, would not receive funds from the ASTRA Fund. The Office of the State Treasurer would be authorized to request and receive any records necessary to confirm that a county or city is eligible to receive funds. 
The bill would require funds paid to cities and counties to be used for services mandated by law. 
Last action: Conference Committee Report adopted by the House 74 to 48 on April 11, 2025
SB 90 would create a local residential property tax exemption for the first $100,000 of appraised value for owner-occupied homes.  The exemption would apply only to local property levies not attributable to bonds or indebtedness as of July 1, 2025, and only to owner-occupied residential homes with an appraised valuation of $350,000 or less in tax year 2026.  The $350,000 valuation limit would be adjusted annually based on average increases in appraised valuations by county. The bill would allow local governments to propose a ballot question to opt out of the exemption.  If approved by two thirds of the local electorate, the local government would be allowed to fully opt out.  If approved by a majority but less than two thirds of the electorate, the exemption could be reduced by half.  Local governments would be required to resubmit this question to voters each year to remain excluded from the property tax exemption.   
Last action: Referred to Senate Committee on Assessment and Taxation on January 29, 2025.
[bookmark: _Hlk164868022]SB 103 would authorize cities and counties to propose an earnings tax for nonresidents who work within the city or county which would be capped at 1.0 percent per year.  The bill would require the governing body of a city or county to submit a proposition to the electorate for approval.  If the proposal is approved by a majority of the electors, the earnings tax could be levied and would be resubmitted to the electors every ten years to determine if it should continue. The revenue generated from the earnings tax levied by a city or county would be pledged for infrastructure purposes, with at least 50.0 percent used to reduce the amount of revenue needed from property taxes.  The bill would allow for a specific amount to be retained by employers to compensate employers for any expenses related to collection of earnings tax.
Last action: Referred to Senate Committee on Assessment and Taxation on January 30, 2025.
[bookmark: _Hlk164869779]SB 119 would increase the portion of two vehicle-related fees to be retained by the entity that performs the service. As authorized under the continuing law, that entity could be a county treasurer, the Division of Vehicles of the Kansas Department of Revenue (KDOR), or a contractor of the Division or county treasurer. The bill would direct $5.75, increased from $0.75, of each vehicle registration fee and $3.50, increased from $2.00, from each fee accompanying an application for a certificate of title to a fund to be used by the county treasurer, Division, or contractor to pay expenses related to vehicle transactions
Last action: On General Orders in Senate Committee of the Whole: passed over and retain a place on the Calendar on March 17, 2025.
SB 152 would establish a process for property owners to appeal the valuation of residential and commercial real property that has an appraised value of less than $1.0 million to the board of county commissioners (within 30 days of receiving the informal meeting results or final determination notice) if they have not already filed an appeal with the Board of Tax Appeals.  
The hearing before the board of county commissioners would be informal, and a decision must be made within 30 days of the hearing.  If the taxpayer remains aggrieved by the decision, they would be allowed to submit a written offer to sell the property to the county for an amount equal to 90.0 percent of the appraised value as determined by the board.  The board of county commissioners would then have 30 days to either lower the appraised value by no less than 15.0 percent or agree to purchase the property for the stated 90.0 percent of the appraised value.  If the county agrees to purchase the property, the sale transaction would close within 90 days.  The bill would take effect on July 1, 2025. 
Last action: Referred to Senate Committee on Assessment and Taxation on February 4, 2025
[bookmark: _Hlk196212295]SB 165 would provide that whenever an election would be required for the issuance of any bonds or levying of taxes for any purpose by a school district, an election would be required to be called and held on the date of the next primary or general election.  
Last action: Referred to Senate Committee on Education on February 4, 2025.	
SB 196 would require all businesses and public employers in Kansas to use E-Verify beginning on July 1, 2025. Businesses would be required to retain all documentation associated with using E-Verify for up to three years and make all documentation available to the Attorney General or the county attorney or district attorney upon request.  Businesses found not to be using E-Verify or properly retaining documentation could have their state licenses suspended for at least ten days but not more than one year.  The bill would prohibit state agencies from entering into new contracts for services unless the contractor uses E-Verify. Similarly proposed in HB 2066.
Last action: Hearing in Senate Committee on Federal and State on March 6, 2025.
H Sub for Sub for SB 197 would require the Secretary of Commerce (Secretary) to not approve STAR bond projects unless the project is likely to attract at least 30 percent of visitors from a distance of at least 100 miles and 20 percent of visitors from outside the state. For rural development projects, the Secretary would not be authorized to approve such projects unless the project is likely to attract at least 20 percent of visitors from a distance of at least 100 miles. There would not be an out of state requirement. Starting the third year after the creation of a new STAR bond district, the bill would require new projects to meet the visitor residency requirements. The bill would provide the Secretary discretion to continue the obligation, but review compliance on an annual basis and include information regarding visitor residency compliance in the Secretary’s annual report to the Legislature. The Secretary may prohibit developers of such projects that repeatedly fail to meet the visitor residency requirements from applying for another STAR bond project.
Last action: Withdrawn from the Calendar and rereferred to the House Committee on Commerce, Labor and Economic Development on March 21, 2025.
SB 217 would increase the property tax exemption from the statewide school levy for residential property from $75,000 to $110,000.  For tax year 2027 and in each future tax year, the amount of the exemption would be adjusted to reflect the average percentage change in statewide residential valuation for the preceding ten years.  The Director of Property Valuation at the Department of Revenue would be required to calculate the percentage change, as outlined in the bill.
Last action: Referred to Senate Committee on Assessment and Taxation on February 6, 2025.
SB 280 would require any taxing district in Kansas to obtain approval from a majority of qualified voters before increasing its total property tax levy by more than the annual inflation rate as reflected by the Consumer Price Index.  The bill would exclude from this calculation any property tax revenues attributable to new construction or improvements.  The provisions of the bill would also not apply to the statutory mill levies for school finance and the statewide building funds.  These requirements would take effect on January 1, 2026.
Last action: Continued hearing in Senate Committee on Assessment and Taxation on March 10, 2025.

SB 282 would create the Kansas Retirement Investment and Savings Plan (KRISP), which would be a defined contribution plan design plan for new KPERS members on and after July 1, 2027.  The bill would also allow certain KPERS members to participate in KRISP by an election.  Members in the Kansas Police and Firemen’s Group, Judges Group, and KPERS correctional members would remain in their respective plans.  
The bill would make KRISP the default plan for new members beginning July 1, 2027. Members would have a 30-day election window to make an election between the KRISP and KPERS Tier 3.  If a member failed to make an election in the 30-day window, the member would be enrolled in KRISP. Please see the actual bill for specific details and limits.
Last action: Hearing in Senate Committee on Financial Institutions on March 13, 2025.
SCR 1603 as amended, would amend the Kansas Constitution to provide for the taxable value of certain property to be the lesser of the fair market value of the property or the average fair market value, as defined by law. The amendment, which would take effect in tax year 2027, would apply to residential real estate, mobile homes used as residential property, commercial and industrial real estate, and buildings and improvements on agricultural land. The Legislature would be authorized to establish the number of years to be considered in determining the average fair market value and to establish valuation adjustments for new construction or improvements, changes in property use, changes in the description of property, and property listed as escaped or omitted property. The concurrent resolution requires the proposed constitutional amendment to be submitted to voters at a special election to be called on November 4, 2025, to be held in conjunction with the general election to be held on that date. Utilizes original language of HCR 5011, which was replaced with the original contents of SCR 1603 and amended.
Last action: House Committee on Taxation recommend resolution be passed as amended on April 10, 2025.
SCR 1605 would amend Article 9 of the Constitution of the State of Kansas adding a section allowing counties to determine their local affairs and government, including the levying of taxes, excises, fees, charges, and other exactions except were prohibited by legislative act uniformly applicable to all counties of the same class. The Legislature may establish up to four classes of counties for this purposes. Counties shall pass resolutions on referendums subject only to enactments of the Legislature applicable uniformly to all counties, applicable uniformly to all counties of the same class, and to enactments of the Legislature prescribing limits of indebtedness. Counties may adopt charter resolutions exempting themselves where not applied uniformly. Charter resolutions exempting a county as a whole or in part may provide substitute and additional provisions on the same subject and shall designate specifically the enactment or part made inapplicable to the county. Such charters require a two-thirds vote of the members-elect of the governing body and shall be published once each week for two consecutive weeks in the official county newspaper or, if none, a newspaper of general circulation in the county. Such resolutions shall not take effect until 60 days after final publication. If a protest petition of 10% or more of electors, it must be submitted to a referendum and approved by a majority of voters. The concurrent resolution requires the proposed constitutional amendment to be submitted to voters at the general election in November 2026.
Last action: Referred to the Senate Committee on Federal and State on January 23, 2025.
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